
 

 
  

Summer Reading Assignment for 

 INCOMING 8th GRADERS 

 

Overview:  You will be reading the novel, Inside Out and Back Again and answering 

questions for EACH PART of the book (4 parts).   

Helpful Info: 

 The book is a series of narrative poems – think of each poem in the same way you 

would think of a chapter and think of each stanza (little chunks that make up each 

poem) as a paragraph. 

 It’s a good idea to complete the questions for part 1 before starting to read part 2 

and so on…this will help you maintain focus and keep you from mixing up 

information. 

 Don’t wait until the end of summer to start – the text isn’t that long – just get it 

done! 

DUE DATE:  All packets and books are due on the first day of school!  We will be discussing 

the book and will complete several tasks related to the text when the year begins.  Being 

prepared is a must!! 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Log – Inside Out and Back Again – PART 1 

 
1. Summarize the plot. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the main conflict? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain ways the character tries to resolve the conflict. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
 

Reading Log – Inside Out and Back Again – PART 2 

 

1. Summarize the plot. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the main conflict? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain ways the character tries to resolve the conflict. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Reading Log – Inside Out and Back Again – PART 3 

 
 

1. Summarize the plot. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the main conflict? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain ways the character tries to resolve the conflict. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
Reading Log – Inside Out and Back Again – PART 4 

 
 

1. Summarize the plot. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the main conflict? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain ways the character tries to resolve the conflict. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

4. Identify at least 3 POSITIVE character traits and 3 character FLAWS for the main character of your book. 
Record and explain your ideas on the picture below, using details from the text: 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Explain your ideas below: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

POSITIVE Character Traits Character FLAWS 


